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is currently working on a book called The Trials of White Marsh: A Story of American Slavery and 
Freedom (Yale University Press) about enslaved families in Maryland who sued for their freedom in the 
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Kwakiutl L. Dreher is a screenwriter, actor, playwright, and author. A native of South Carolina, she writes 
about African American literature, film, visual, and popular culture. She is the author of Dancing on the 
White Page: Black Women Entertainers Writing Autobiography (SUNY Press) and numerous articles and 
essays. Dreher plays Nan in Anna and has also played Mamie Till in Anne & Emmett, Mrs. Harriet Gottlieb 
in Dead Man’s Cellphone, and Louise in the film The Eyes of Isabelle. Her one-woman show, In A 
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Michael Burton is an award-winning artist and animator whose work recovers the stories of people with 
extraordinary pasts. He most recently completed animations for a PBS documentary about a Sioux family 
whose patriarchs fought in WWI and Vietnam, toured with Buffalo Bill, and survived the Fort Robinson 
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